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I look forward to the day we receive the 

Commission’s report. Then we can begin the 
crucial task of reforming and improving Amer-
ica’s ailing criminal justice system. 
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RECOGNIZING 20TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF AMERICANS WITH DISABIL-
ITIES ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2010 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the 20th Anniversary of the enact-
ment of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990, which I deem to be one of the greatest 
civil rights laws ever passed by our Congress. 

Since the establishment of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, more than 50 million 
Americans are able to more wholly enjoy their 
lives, thanks to the ongoing elimination of bar-
riers on employment, public services, transpor-
tation, telecommunications and public accom-
modations. 

Prior to the passage of this Act, our dis-
abled American citizens—wounded warrior 
veterans, men, women and children—faced 
higher rates of poverty, lower graduation rates, 
significantly lower unemployment rates and 
were too often denied their right to fully partici-
pate in society. 

This Act made vital changes, prohibiting dis-
criminating against qualified individuals with 
disabilities in the workplace; requiring state 
and local government entities to accommodate 
qualified individuals with disabilities; providing 
better access to many modes of public trans-
portation; and requiring places of public ac-
commodation to make their goods and serv-
ices easily accessible to the disabled. 

While many great changes have been insti-
tuted since the passage of this act, there is 
still a lot of work to be done. In a nation as 
great as ours, it is a stunning reality that our 
disabled grandparents and parents, sons and 
daughters, and the wounded warriors who 
have so bravely served around the globe to 
preserve democracy and promote freedom, 
continue to struggle with inequalities that do 
not have to exist. 

I’m putting the Wounded Warrior Fellowship 
Program to work in our area to provide an em-
ployment opportunity for a wounded or dis-
abled veteran living in southern West Virginia. 
There are 170,783 veterans in West Virginia— 
51,500 in our Congressional District alone— 
and that number is growing exponentially 
every day. These brave men and women re-
turning from Iraq and Afghanistan face a 21 
percent unemployment rate; add to that fact, 
the vulnerable position as a wounded or dis-
abled soldier, and we know the challenges to 
secure a good paying job grow tremendously. 

It is our duty as leaders to support each and 
every one of our disabled Americans. While I 
salute this historic piece of legislation, I con-
tinue to work on a bipartisan basis, to help 
identify and address the remaining barriers 
against the disabled, which truly undermine 
America’s goals and the ideals upon which our 
great country was founded. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 28, 2010 

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, unfortunately, 
on July 27, 2010 I was delayed during the 
vote on the adoption of H. Con. Res. 301, the 
Pakistan War Powers Resolution. 

However, if I had been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yes’’ on H. Con. Res. 301. 
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HONORING THE BOY SCOUTS OF 
AMERICA’S CENTENNIAL ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 28, 2010 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the Centennial Anniversary 
of the Boy Scouts of America. For the past 
100 years, the Boy Scouts of America have 
worked tirelessly to provide an educational 
program for boys and young adults to build 
character, to train in the responsibilities of par-
ticipating citizenship, and to develop personal 
fitness. 

William Boyce founded the Boy Scouts of 
America on February 8, 1910 using, as a 
model, the British system of Scouting created 
by General Robert Baden-Powell in 1907. In 
1916, the organization was granted a Con-
gressional Charter, and as the organization 
grew, it served more and more young men, 
teaching them to live by the Scout Law. Since 
its inception, over 110 million Americans have 
been members of the Boy Scouts of America. 

I am proud to say that my life has been 
strengthened through scouting. As a young 
man, I was a member of Troop 201 in Mobile, 
Alabama. It was while earning my merit 
badges in Citizenship in the home, community, 
and the Nation that my interest in our great 
political process was ignited. From my experi-
ence as an Eagle Scout, I know the time, ef-
fort, and thorough dedication the Boy Scouts 
instilled in me, to be a better person, and to 
serve God and the greater good of our coun-
try. 

For a full century, boys and men have gath-
ered and declared: ‘‘On my honor I will do my 
best to do my duty to God and my country 
and to obey the Scout Law; to help other peo-
ple at all times; to keep myself physically 
strong, mentally awake, and morally straight.’’ 
And for a full century, we have constantly re-
mained Trustworthy, Loyal, Helpful, Friendly, 
Courteous, Kind, Obedient, Cheerful, Thrifty, 
Brave, Clean, and Reverent. Our future lead-
ers are cultivated through a combination of 
educational and fun activities, instilling lifelong 
values. Through various programs, the Boy 
Scouts of America strive to create a more con-
scientious, responsible, and productive soci-
ety, and they have succeeded now for 100 
years. 

The distinguished products of scouting can 
be found among my colleagues. Of the 111th 
Congress, 211 members have participated 

with the Boy Scouts of America, either as a 
youth member, an Eagle Scout, an adult vol-
unteer, or some combination of the three. Per-
sonally, I take great store in what I learned as 
a Boy Scout and Eagle Scout. The experience 
has been a great influence on both my per-
sonal life and my work in Congress. I am es-
pecially honored to have received the Distin-
guished Eagle Scout Award, and I also am 
honored to have been a part of Alvin 
Townley’s book, ‘‘Legacy of Honor: The Val-
ues and Influence of America’s Eagle Scouts.’’ 

Madam Speaker, we should all be inspired 
by the Boy Scouts of America and we should 
all be motivated to incorporate their goals into 
our daily lives. As the Boy Scout slogan says, 
we should all ‘‘do a good turn daily.’’ For the 
past 100 years, the Boy Scouts of America 
have lived this ideal, and our country is a bet-
ter place due to their actions. On this day, I 
extend my sincerest congratulations to the 
Boy Scouts and join them in celebrating their 
Centennial Anniversary, and I pray that God 
will grant them one hundred more! 
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RECOGNIZING 20TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF AMERICANS WITH DISABIL-
ITIES ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MIKE McINTYRE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2010 

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, it is my great 
pleasure to rise today in honor of the 20th an-
niversary of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act. On July 26, 1990, thousands gathered on 
the South Lawn of the White House as former 
President George H.W. Bush signed into law 
legislation that would provide a clear and com-
prehensive national mandate for the elimi-
nation of discrimination against individuals with 
disabilities. This moment changed the lives of 
so many Americans, and I rise today to recog-
nize the overwhelming importance of this law. 

Over the past 20 years, this law has allowed 
Americans with disabilities to have access to 
educational opportunities, employment, trans-
portation, buildings, and community affairs that 
once presented insurmountable obstacles. 

In June of 2008, it was my honor to ad-
vance the cause of this legislation even further 
by voting in favor of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Amendments Act, legislation which 
provides Americans with disabilities an even 
broader scope of freedom and protection. And 
today, it is my honor yet again to support a 
House Resolution recognizing and honoring 
this 20th anniversary of the original Act. 

Mr. Speaker, this law has improved the lives 
of millions of Americans with disabilities. But 
while we celebrate the freedom and opportuni-
ties provided by the ADA, we must also recog-
nize that there is more work to be done. We 
should help all Americans, regardless of their 
physical or mental abilities. I am committed to 
continuing this work, and I look forward to 
working with my colleagues to ensure all peo-
ple can reach their full potential. 
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